Child Protection Post Munro: The PG Dip/MA Child Protection and Complex Child Care (M22)
The systematic analysis of serious case reviews draws attention to the nuanced and complex nature of child protection work (Brandon et al‘s 2008 and 2009).  It requires the integration of knowledge, skill and a sophisticated calibre of thinking. The Munro Review of Child Protection ( 2011) analyses the nature of this integration and articulates a clear vision for effectively helping families with complex problems. The review reinforces the importance of good professional practice being informed by theory and research, but the distinctiveness of the report is its identification of the way in which families can best be helped. Here emphasis is given to building purposeful relationships with children, parents and families, characterised by an authoritative but compassionate style of working: professionals who are able to establish positive working relationships will achieve better outcomes for children. Equally there is an expectation of a capacity for critical reflection and the exercise of well evidenced professional judgement. This reassertion of the professional nature of the task is welcomed by social workers, and the range of professionals involved in child protection work, and yet the required changes are challenging: how do we get from here to there? 

The PG Dip/MA Child Protection and Complex Child Care provides a clear conceptual framework with which to understand the complex dynamics in families, including the dynamics of violence and abuse, and how to build relationships with troubled families. The approach to learning combines lectures, with the opportunity to work in small groups which focus on the student’s professional experience. The disturbance inherent in many complex cases can make it very difficult for practitioners to make sense of what they are seeing and feeling and by implication of really knowing the lived experience of the child, parent or family.  The small groups provide an environment in which to critically reflect  on such complex cases, including the student’s emotional response, and to develop an understanding of what is happening. This process enables students to develop confidence and skill in their professional judgement and decision making. The teaching team  consists of experienced clinicians who are actively working with children and their families which ensures our teaching is informed not only by theory and research but also an ongoing engagement with the realities of practice. 

The course is open to all professionals working with child protection and complex child care cases, in either the statutory or voluntary sector. This multidisciplinary context enriches the  learning environment as it enables professionals to examine theoretically and experientially, how and why difficulties can arise in professional networks, and how to improve communication across organisations.

(it has been an )  ‘Incredible experience of studying with you. All I can say is it has been amazing, I have grown both personally and professionally under the guidance of the course ’.
Year 3 student
For course details please contact Beatrix Rozsa on 0208 938 2540. If you have any questions and would like to discuss the course further please contact Karen Tanner, Associate Dean on 0208 938 2532.

